DISTINGUISHED LEADERSHIP

Resolution of Recognition and Honor for

DR. RAYMOND F. CULPEPPER

WHEREAS, Dr. Raymond F. Culpepper has a rich tradition of service to the Church of God, spanning three generations of family, totaling more than 100 cumulative years; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper began his ministry at the age of 16 and became a sought-after young evangelist speaking to youth camps and camp meetings; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper, and his wife, Peggy, accepted their first Church of God state assignment as Youth and Christian Education directors in Northern California in 1972 when he was just 23; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper continued to serve in state Youth and C.E. capacities in Indiana (1974–1976) and Alabama (1976–1980); and 

WHEREAS, feeling the call to pastoral ministry, Dr. Raymond and Peggy Culpepper moved to Birmingham, Alabama, in 1980 and planted the Metropolitan Church, which, over the course of their 24 years as pastor, grew to more than 3,000 members and one of the most influential congregations in the Church of God; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper was elected numerous times to the Church of God International Executive Council between 1986 and 2002, serving a total of twelve years, including two as chairman; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper was loyal to his alma mater, Lee University, as class president, earning a bachelor’s degree, honorary doctoral degree, elected to the Hall of Fame, Alumnus of the Year, and serving on the Board of Directors for fourteen years, twelve as chairman; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper was recognized for his leadership in the Church of God with his election as First Assistant General Overseer on the International Executive Committee for two tenures, from 2004–2008 and 2016–2024, serving for a total of twelve years, the most for a First Assistant in Church of God history; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper was elected to serve in the highest office of the Church of God—General Overseer—from 2008–2012, where he led the denomination with excellence and integrity; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper served as a Church of God Administrative Bishop for the state of Alabama from 2012–2016; and 

WHEREAS, in his second tenure as First Assistant General Overseer, Dr. Culpepper served as ministerial advocate and liaison to Care Ministries, where his servant’s heart benefitted fellow ministers during crises and to those in need during disasters; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Culpepper is also a prolific writer, having authored more than a dozen books, including Lifestyle to His Glory, Search 66, Motivation for Men, Understanding the Ministry of the Holy Spirit, Power Living, and Quest for Trust;    

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Church of God, and members of the 2024 Church of God General Assembly, Indianapolis, Indiana, express profound appreciation to Dr. Raymond F. Culpepper for exceptional and heartfelt leadership; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Dr. Culpepper be commended for commitment and devotion to Spirit-empowered influence and leadership excellence in the Church of God across several fronts and around the world; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Church of God gives highest honor to Dr. Raymond F. Culpepper for his dedication to a lifetime of ministry, contributions to the Kingdom, and lasting accomplishments that have, and will continue to impact the Church of God for generations to come. 



   
